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A guide to trading in Lewisham’s street markets

Lewisham has four vibrant street markets,

 each with its own individual style. 

 Strategically located close to the main

Shopping centres, all benefit from

easy access for those arriving either

 by car or by public transport.

 Lewisham Markets Service
 Commercial Services
1st Floor Eros House, 1a Brownhill Road

Catford, London SE6 2EG

Telephone:  
020 8314 2050 / 2067 /2149
Email: markets@lewisham.gov.uk
The Markets

All designated markets within the Borough of Lewisham are covered by full CCTV coverage.

Lewisham High Street

Lewisham is one of South East London’s major shopping centre with a variety of main chain stores represented.  The town’s growing leisure and evening economy is well served by excellent public transport links.  The Dockland Light Railway Lewisham extension has significantly increased these links.

Straddling the busy main high street of this £40 million pedestrianised town centre, Lewisham Market is made up of two separate markets.

The Monday to Saturday market consists mainly of stalls selling fruit, vegetables, salad and fresh cut flowers, with a range of non-perishable goods.  

The Sunday Market is a general market selling non-perishable goods.

Trading days: 7 days a week.
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Catford Broadway

Catford is currently the focus for an ongoing regeneration strategy, which is providing major improvements in shopping, transport and housing.  Located next to the borough’s civic centre, the market is well used by the Council’s large workforce, and good transport links allow easy access for those travelling into the area.

Concentrated in a semi-pedestrianised area, Catford’s market offers a wide range of goods.  Provision is made for the traders to park in the Canadian Avenue Lorry Park as no access is provided for traders except for loading and unloading.

Trading days: Monday to Sunday
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Deptford High Street – Incorporating Giffin Square and Giffin Street
A traditional London Street Market, Deptford has been named as one of the top 12 London markets and one of the busiest. The Deptford market has been in the High Street for centuries.

The Deptford area has benefited greatly from the Docklands Light Railway extension, which has considerably enhanced the shopping environment.

Deptford’s large market runs along the partly pedestrianised main high street, which is closed to all traffic between 6.00am and 7.00pm and into Giffin Square and Giffin Street.  The wide array of goods on sale here reflects the broad cross section of multicultural traders operating within this market.

Douglas Way & Douglas Way  Square
Adjoining Deptford High Street, this busy market offers an interesting combination of both new and second hand goods.  On Douglas Way square we have a food court.
Although the majority of traders hold weekly six day licences the main market days are Wednesday, Friday and Saturday in line with Deptford High Street Market.

Trading days: Monday to Saturday
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Casual Trading

Casual trading operates on a daily basis where a pitch may be left temporarily vacant due to the absence of a permanent licence holder.  Trading positions cannot be guaranteed in advance.

Before a casual licence can be issued, traders must register with us by providing a recent photo, two forms of identification showing their name and home address together with proof of their public liability insurance and their national insurance number.There is a non-refundable fee of £13.75 for registering as a casual trader.  
Casual trading vouchers are available from the Lewisham Markets Office. As long as the goods you wish to sell are acceptable to us and there is a suitable pitch available on the market you wish to trade from, these are exchanged for a one-day licence from the Markets Officer.

Casual vouchers are valid for two months from the date of issue.  If a refund is required whilst the vouchers are still valid, please request a refund via the Lewisham Markets Office.  You will then be contacted to arrange an electronic bank transfer through the Council’s Finance Department.  Duplicate vouchers or refunds cannot be issued for lost vouchers.  There is no refund on expired vouchers.

Traders wishing to sell food items should contact the Environmental Health Food Safety team regarding food registration and hygiene regulations (020 8314 6536).  Legal advice on the supply of goods and services is available from Citizens Advice Cosumer Service (03454040506).

Conditions for Casual Trading

1. All casual traders must trade on a regular basis, on specified days, for at least three months before any consideration can be given to the issuing of a permanent licence.

2. All casual trading vouchers must be purchased prior to the trading day.  Office opening times to purchase vouchers are Monday to Friday 08.30 to 15.30hrs. 
3. The Markets Officer on duty at the market will allocate pitches to casual traders in exchange for a casual voucher.  Allocations will take place at the following times:

Deptford High Street, Douglas Way, Lewisham High Street  

and Catford Broadway at 8.00am.
Casual traders are not allowed access to the markets prior to that time unless they receive permission from a Markets Officer.

4. All casual traders must display their one day temporary licence which shows their name, pitch number and goods to be sold in a prominent position on the front of their stall.

5. Casual traders who’s name shows on the licence must trade personally from their stall throughout the day.

6. Where a pitch becomes available on the day due to the non-attendance of the permanent licensee this pitch cannot be let to a casual trader if he/she is planning to sell the same commodity as that sold by the licensee.

7. Casual traders must only trade from the pitch allocated to them unless otherwise agree by a markets officer.

8. No casual trader will be able to set up unless they provide their own stall or frame.  Stall sizes are limited to:

Catford Broadway

3.05m width X 3.05m deep 
10’ x 10’

Deptford High Street
3.05m width X 2.44m deep
10’ x 8’

Douglas Way

3.05m width X 2.44m deep
10’ x 8’ 

Giffin Square

2.44m width X 2.44m deep
10’ x 8’

Lewisham High Street


Monday to Saturday
2.13m width X 3.66m deep 
7’ x 12’                                         




Front row

Monday to Saturday
2.44m width X 3.66m deep 
8’ x 12’ 
                                                                                                 Back row

Sundays only

3.05m width X 3.05m deep 
10’ x 10’
9. All items must be contained within the area of the pitch and no food should be displayed or stored below 45cm (18’) from ground level.

10. Only those goods stated on the one day temporary licence can be sold on the stall.

11. All casual traders must be set up and ready for business by the following times:

Catford Broadway


9.00am

Deptford High Street

9.00am

Douglas Way


9.00am

Giffin Square


9.00am

Lewisham High Street

10.00am

All vehicles must be off the market by these times and are not allowed to return until 4.00pm.

Refuse

Lewisham High Street, Catford Broadway, Deptford High Street & Douglas Way

You must place all refuse arising from your business in suitable containers provided by yourself, unless otherwise provided by the Council and shall ensure all such containers to be removed or emptied from time to time as may be necessary into any vehicle or container provided by the Council for the purpose.  Gangways between stalls and the immediate area in front of the pitch must be kept clear of refuse at all times.

Trading Times

Trading must take place between the times give below.  For safety reasons no traders should leave the market early without the agreement of one of the Market Officers.

Lewisham High Street
Monday – Friday – 9.00am to 5.30pm

This area must be clear by 6.00pm

Saturday – 9.00am to 6.00pm

This area must be clear by 6.30pm

Catford Broadway

Every day – 9.00am to 5.30pm

This area must be clear by 6.00pm

Deptford High Street, Douglas Way

Wednesday, Friday and Saturday – 9.00am to 5.30pm

Second hand traders, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 9.00am to 3.00pm

These areas must be clear by 6.00pm
Sydenham Saturday Market
Saturday – 11.00am to 5.00pm

Street trading licence conditions give full details relating to access, loading and unloading in the markets.

Permanent Licences

Casual traders may on application be considered for a permanent licence taking into account the following criteria:-

· The length of time a trader has supported a particular market  - see section below on attendance

· The need to maintain a balanced market – for example a vacant pitch may not be allocated to a trader if an existing permanent trader is already selling the same goods within four pitches.
· Proof of up to date Public Liability Insurance

· Good conduct whilst a casual Licence holder

Attendance 

There is a system in place that considers the length of time and frequency a trader has supported a particular market.  This is referred to when a permanent licence is requested or when there are more casual traders than available pitches.

A note is made of any trader who attends the market with the intention of trading but is unable to do so because of a lack of room or incompatibility of goods.  This is taken into consideration when pitches are being allocated.

Limitations on sale of commodities

If any market has a full quota of a particular commodity, then casual traders will not be able to register at the Markets Office to sell those goods.  However, they will be kept on a waiting list for six months.  As there are frequent changes on the market, at the application stage it will be determined by the Markets Service team whether or not a commodity can be accommodated on the market area. 
The following commodities are not permitted on any of the London Borough of Lewisham’s markets:-
Tobacco or smoking accessories

Hunting & combat type knives

Air weapons of any nature

Toys capable of firing projectiles

We may also restrict music dvd’s & cd’s.

These restrictions may be liable to change and it is recommended that any one wishing to trade contacts the Markets Service to ascertain whether any restriction applies to their chosen commodity. 

Number of designated pitches

Lewisham High Street

Monday to Saturday



  64 

Sunday




  57

Catford Broadway

Monday to Sunday



  35 



Deptford High Street

Wednesday and Friday


130
Saturday




181
Giffin Square

Wednesday, Friday and Saturday

  10

Giffin Street

Saturday




    2
Douglas Way

Monday to Saturday



102
Lewisham Markets Trading Charges per day

1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025
Casual Trader Registration Fee 

£13.75
Catford Broadway

Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday

£  22.55
Thursday/Friday



£  23.10
Saturday




£  22.55
Sunday




£  25.30
Deptford High Street/Giffin Square/Douglas Way

Wednesday




£  30.25
Friday





£  22.00
Saturday




£  34.10
Sunday 




£  35.20
Lewisham High Street

Monday to Saturday

 

£  29.70
Weekly (Monday to Saturday)

£159.50
Sunday




£  34.10
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

For further information, please contact:

Lewisham Markets Service
Commercial Services, 1st Floor, Eros House

1a Brownhill Road, Catford, London, SE6 2EG

Telephone:
020 8314 2050
Email:
markets@lewisham.gov.uk
www.lewisham.gov.uk
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IMPORTANT NOTE

Casual traders and any assistants employed by them shall not commit any acts of harassment (whether racial, sexual or otherwise) against any person.  Harassment includes, but is not limited to:

i) Violence or threats of violence towards any person;

ii) Abusive or insulting words or behaviour

iii) Damage or threats of damage to property belonging to another;

iv) Racial harassment, which will include any allegation where the acts or omissions complained of are racially motivated.
Vouchers will be refused if any trader owes money to the Council. 
Casual traders must co-operate in allowing us, or other staff or contractors employed by the London Borough of Lewisham, to carry out their duties, which includes complying with out/their reasonable requests and instructions.

The conditions of the Casual Licence must not be breached.

Traders who fail to comply with these conditions will be refused permission to trade on the markets


Lewisham Borough Markets 
application form 
for prospective Casual Traders

Please complete the following questions

Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………

Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………..………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Telephone:
Home ………………………………….  
Mobile ……………………….………..
Email Address: …………………………………………...……………………………………………………
1. What commodity(s) do you wish to sell?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..........................................................................................................................
2. Which market and day’s would you like to trade at? Please indicate
Lewisham – Any Days Monday to Saturday……………………………………………. 
Lewisham – Sunday ………………………………………………………………………..
Deptford/Douglas Way – Wednesday, Friday, Saturday……………………………..
Catford – Any Days Monday to Saturday……………………………………………….


3.   Do you have a stall/frame: 
  Yes              No
If so please give details:…………………………………………………………………..

4.   Do you have public liability insurance?    Yes   
  No     
If so please give details: ……………………………………...…………………………………………………………

5.   What is your National Insurance number? 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………









Continue overleaf
6.   Have you ever been a Market Trader before, if not, what has prompted your application? If yes, what markets have you worked on? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
7.  Do you trade on any other Markets?

If so please give details: …………………………………………………………………………………..…………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
8. How did you hear about us? (e.g. Newspaper advert, Lewisham Website, Facebook)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………..........................................................................................................................
9. Please sign to confirm you have read the conditions on casual trading

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Your application will be considered and you will be contacted shortly.
Fast / Street Food applicants will need to provide sample menu plus details of the type of equipment to be used i.e. power source.  

Please note we do not permit the use of open BBQ’s.

Photographs of stall or receptacle are required including dimensions.

Lewisham Markets Service

Commercial Services, 1st Floor Eros House

1a Brownhil Road, Catford, London SE6 2EG 
Telephone: 020 8314 2050  
e-mail: markets@lewisham.gov.uk
