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Direct dial:  020 7832 1475 
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Planning Policy  
London Borough of Lewisham 
5th Floor 
Laurence House 
1 Catford Road 
London  
SE6 4RU 
 

1st August 2007 
 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
CORE STRATEGY, DEVELOPMENT CONTROL POLICIES AND SITE 
ALLOCATIONS  PREFERRED OPTIONS 
REPRESENTATIONS ON BEHALF OF THE METROPOLITAN POLICE 
AUTHORITY 
 
I write on behalf of our client, the Metropolitan Police Authority (MPA) 
with regard to the above consultation document.  
 

Department and CgMs met with Pete Smith, Brian Regan and 
Rosemary Duc th January 
2006 to discuss the planning policy implications of the recent changes 

r 
and 

planning policy document Planning for Future Police Estate 
Development  Planning for Future Police Estate 
Development ow 

Property for Policing  Providing the Best Estate for 
Borough Based Policing
letter. 
 
The need for changes has arisen as number of existing police stations 
pre date 1935 and do not meet the operational requirements of the 
police. Secondly, London is constantly changing resulting in the need 
to respond to areas of future population growth and shifting 
demographic and crime patterns. In response to these issues, the MPA 
have reviewed the delivery of their operational facilities and concluded 

 
 
 Police patrol bases in warehouse units or business parks. All 

Borough patrolling functions will be centralised in a single location 
where officers will report at the start of their shift before moving 
out across the Borough on patrol.  Patrol bases need to be located 
in locations with good accessibility to the road network;  



LB Lewisham 
Reps to Core Strategy and DC Policies 
1st August 2007 
 
 
 
 

2/4 

 
 Custody centres located strategically throughout London, which will provide 

all Borough custody facilities in a single location; 
 
 

accessible locations such as main shopping areas, schools, libraries and 
 

 
 Safer Neighbourhood Teams which operate from a base comprising office 

accommodation from which Teams patrol Wards on foot and bike. It is 
intended that one Safer Neighbourhood Team will serve each Ward. One or 
more Teams could share office accommodation;  

 
 Other specialist operational facilities. 

 
Lewisham is unique in London terms due to the relatively recently constructed 
Police Stations in Lewisham Town Centre. This was constructed in the early part 
of the 2000s under the Private Finance Initiative. This adequately provides the 

facilities and the potential disposal of any old style police stations. 
 
The 
revised estate strategy and operations are taken into consideration in the 

that the Preferred Growth Option for Lewisham in the Core Strategy envisages 
the building of 9,750 additional homes. This will have significant implications for 
the policing of Lewisham. Within this context the MPA have a number of specific 
comments regarding the Preferred Options Documents.  
 
Core Strategy 
 
The Spatial Vision and Strategic Objectives 
 
The MPA support the strategic commitment at Section 4.2 to ensuring 

healthy lifestyles, and are the best  
 

built environment that is well designed, safe and accessible to everyone and to 
achieve equalities and social inclusion by creating 
the adequate provision of educational, community and leisure facilities and 

 
 
Policy CP12 Provision of Health, Education and Community Facilities 
 
Policy CP12 states that the Council will work in partnership with the relevant 
providers to ensure there is an adequate provision of health, education, 
community, leisure, arts, cultural, entertainment and sports facilities. The MPA 
are mindful that the list of community facilities which are sought to be addressed 
by the policy is not exhaustive. However, due to the importance of the delivery of 
effective policing the MPA recommend the range of community facilities should be 
extended to include police facilities. 
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Policy CP17 Promoting Good Design  Development in Context and 
Density of Development 
 
Policy CP17 promotes good design in new development and ensures new 
development contributes to the reduction of crime and fear of crime. The MPA 
request this policy to encourage developer to incorporate Secured By Design 
principles and the ODPM Publication Safer Places  the Planning System and 
Crime Prevention from the conception of development schemes. 
 
Policy CP26 Strategic Employment Locations and Local Employment 
Locations 
 
Policy CP26 seeks to safeguard the Strategic Employment Locations and Local 
Employment Locations as the prime locations for uses within the Class B. As a 

development of specialist operational facilities within Lewisham. Typically such 
facilities operate 24/7 and require good accessibility to the local road network. In 
other London Boroughs these facilities have been introduced in employment 

development should take into account this potential need. The MPA therefore 
recommend the policy is amended to read as follows: 
 

Employment Areas due to employment density levels and the nature o  
 
Development Control Policies 
 
Policy E19 Other Employment Sites 
 
Policy E19 permits other uses outside Class B in Other Employment Sites, 
including a) office accommodation; b) doctor and dentists surgeries and other 
similar premises; c) retail premises where the building/site is suitable; d) 
residential development where surrounding uses are residential. As noted above 
the MPA may require the introduction of a specialist operational facility within the 
Borough. At this stage no specific location has been identified, although 

most appropriate locations for patrol bases. The MPA therefore suggest Policy E19 
is amended to enable sui generis uses such as operational police facilities within 
Other Employment Sites. 
 
Policy RTC2 Types of uses in Core, Non-Core and other Shopping Areas 
(Excludes Lewisham and Catford Town Centres) 
 
Policy RTC2 allows community service uses (including GP surgeries, veterinary 
surgeries, dentists and other similar uses) in non-core shopping areas. The MPA 
recommend the range of appropriate uses should be extended to allow the 

positively to the vitality and viability of town centres.   
 
Policy HEC3 Social and Economic Impact Assessment 
 
Policy HEC3 states that the Council will require a social and economic impact 
assessment to accompany all major development proposals. If a need for 
improved or additional health, education or community facilities is identified, the 
Council will secure adequate provision through planning obligations or conditions 
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on planning permissions. The MPA welcome the recognition that major 
developments should make provision for facilities which create new demands on 
services and suggest the policy should incorporate police facilities. 
 
I trust that these comments will be taken into account in the formulation of the 

contact either Katie Ng or myself if you have any queries or require any further 
information. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Matthew Roe 
Director 
 
 
Enc. 
 
c.c. Metropolitan Police Authority 
 
 
 
 




























