Who is looking
after you?

A guide to private fostering
for children

IT TELLS YoU ABoUT
YOUR RIGHTS AND
THE RESPONS/BILITIES
OF THOSE WHO ARE
LOOK/ING AFTER yOU/
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Are you being looked after
by someone who is not your
mum or dad?

Have your parents made
arrangements for someone
else to look after you?

This leaflet provides advice
for children and young
people who aren‘t living
with their parents.

WHAT wWiLL
PRIVATE
FOSTER

CARERS DO

FOR ME?




WhHaL /s private rostering>

Sometimes you might go and stay with someone who is
not a close relative ...

If you are 16 years old or younger (or 18 years old or
younger if you have a disability) and are living with
someone who is not a close relative for more than 28
days, this is known as private fostering, and the person
looking after you is called a private foster carer.

If you are being privately fostered, then the Lewisham
Council needs to be told about this so they can make
sure that you are being looked after properly.

Why are chilalrern looked
arcer by people otkher thar
Zhelr parentss

There are lots of different reasons why children and
young people are looked after by a private foster carer,
for example:

® Your mum or dad is ill, or they have to go away for a
long time and they cannot look after you.

® Your parents might have recently moved to England
to study or work, and they might not be able to find
somewhere for all the family to live together. In this
case they might ask somebody to look after you for
a while.

® You might have left your home country to go to
school and your parents are living abroad.

® Your mum or dad may have a new partner who you
do not get along with, so you may stay with a
neighbour, family friend or relative who can look
after you for a while until you can return home.



Being privately fostered means your parent or guardian
has chosen the person who will look after you, rather
than social workers. Even so, it is still important that
the Lewisham Council Children and Young People’s
Service knows where you are living and who is looking
after you, so they can make sure that you are safe and
being looked after properly.

WhHo /s resporsible ror rne

Even though you have a private foster carer at the
moment, your mum and dad or whoever has parental
responsibility for you is still responsible for your health
and safety, and must still make sure that you are being
well cared for.

Your parents must tell Lewisham Council if they have
asked someone else to look after you for 28 days
or more.

Your parents should also try to stay in touch with you,
and to visit, telephone or write to you as often as they
can to check that you are happy and healthy.




WHIL will mry private roster
carers oo ror re’

While you are living with your private foster carer, they
should be looking after you and make sure that:

you have regular meals, including breakfast, lunch
and dinner

you are clean, and your skin and hair are properly
looked after

you have clean clothes to wear
you attend school

you are taken to the doctor or hospital if you are ill,
and that you have regular visits to the dentist

you are able to stay in touch with your family

you have the chance to make new friends and enjoy
your hobbies

you are able to follow your religious customs,
including prayer times.

Your private foster carers should also respect the things
that are important to you, such as your religious
customs, cultural practices and help you keep in touch
with people in your community.
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Are there thmgs rmy privace
roster carers must notr oo

Your private foster carer must have permission from
your parents to look after you, but if your parents are
not around, they need to contact Social Services at
Lewisham Council before taking you to their home.

Your private foster carer is not allowed to:

® change your name

change your school

® move you to another family

take you to another part of the country

take you overseas to a different country.

If you need to go to hospital, your private foster carer
must ask your parent or guardian first, unless it is an
emergency and they cannot be contacted.



Why oo Lewriskharr Couwurncil’s
ChHildlren and Yourng People’s
Service need to krnow tHIL

[ @11 nOL Iiving With ry parentss

Social Services must make sure that every young
person in Lewisham is being cared for properly.

Social Services need to know if you are being looked
after by someone other than your parents, or someone
with parental responsibility, so they can check to make
sure that you are safe, well and happy.




Whenr rrrust rry parents arnd
privace roster carer tell
Lewrisharn Councill thIt [/
being privately rosteredP

If your parents know that you will be staying with a
private foster carer for 28 days or more, then they must
tell Lewisham Council Social Services before you move
out of your family home and move in with your private
foster carer.

In some cases your parents might not know how long
you will be staying with your private foster carer. For
example if they are ill, they might not know how long it
will take for them to be able to look after you again,
and you may have to stay with your private foster carer
for longer than expected. You may already be staying
with a private foster carer, and in this case, your parents
must tell Lewisham Council Social Services as soon as
they can that you will be staying with them for longer.




WHSIL will Lewrisharrn Courncll oo
ror e

Lewisham Council will arrange for a social worker to
come and visit you to check that you are safe and being
well cared for at your private foster carer’s home.

You can talk to the social worker about how you are
feeling, whether you are happy or sad. You can talk to
them in private, especially if you are feeling worried or
frightened.

After the first visit, the social worker will come and see
you again in six weeks. The social worker will visit you
every six weeks during your first year of staying with a
private foster carer. After the first year, the social
worker will visit you every 12 weeks, but you can see or
call them at anytime if there is something you want to
tell them.

You should make sure that you know the social
worker’s telephone number and email address so that
you can contact them at any time.
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Sometimes it’s hard to talk about things that are
worrying you, and you may find it easier to talk to
your school teacher or friends about it. Some
children find it easier to talk to their teacher or
school nurse if they have a problem.

If there is something that is worrying you,
you can also call: Childline on 08001111
or the NSPCC on 0800 800 5000.

If you want to find out more information or you
have any questions, you can contact the Referral
and Assessment Team on 020 8314 3852.

Lewisham is requlated and inspected by the
Commission of Social Care Inspection.
If you want to contact them, their details are:

CSCl, River House,

1 Maidstone Road, Sidcup,
Kent

DA145RH.

Tel: 020 8308 3520 or email:
inquiries.sidcup@csci.gsi.gov.uk






For translation, please provide your details below:

Pér pérkthim, ju lutemi shkruajini mé poshté detajet tuaja:

Pour la traduction, veuillez fournir les détailles ci-dessous:
A, WERM TR

Wixii ku saabsan turjumaad, fadlan hoos ku qor faahfaahintaada:
GumnflEuwiinhers sweGlauis 2 misaearts Ll
allurkisensnd £ Gy oafluym FHer:

Terciime edilmesi igin, liitfen asagida detaylarimzi belirtin:

Dé dich thuat, xin hiy cung cip cic chi tiét coa ban phia dwéi:

Name:
Emri:
Nom:
W
(\ELETER
Bl
isminiz:
Tén:

Address:
Adresa:
Addresse:
Hihk
Cinwaanka:
EDTLGE
Adresiniz:
Dia chi:

M Shqgip/Albanian

M Francais/French

W %31 /Mandarin

M Soomaali/Somali

W 5P Tamil

MW Tiirkge /Turkish

| Tiéng Viét /Vietnamese
M Other language (please state)

Return to: Private Fostering

Kthejeni tek: Referral and Assessment Service
Retourner a: 1st Floor

pAIE Laurence House

Kusoo dir: 1 Catford Road

;1,"'-\;91'!! fl S NN E A A .'\I_I.‘('l‘o\l.'f’.\: London

Su adrese geri gonderiniz: SE6 4RU

Goi tra vé:

For other formats, including BSL, Braille, large print,
audio tape or computer disc contact: 020 8314 3852
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Visit www.lewisham.gov.uk for all the latest news and information
about your Council’s services, and the range of job opportunities we
currently have on offer.



