
 
49. However, in the context of the Framework – and in particular the presumption in favour of 
sustainable development – arguments that an application is premature are unlikely to justify a refusal 
of planning permission other than in the limited circumstances where both:  

a) the development proposed is so substantial, or its cumulative effect would be so significant, that to 
grant permission would undermine the plan-making process by predetermining decisions about the 
scale, location or phasing of new development that are central to an emerging plan; and  

b) the emerging plan is at an advanced stage but is not yet formally part of the development plan for 
the area.  
 
 


