
 
127. Plans should, at the most appropriate level, set out a clear design vision and expectations, so that 
applicants have as much certainty as possible about what is likely to be acceptable. Design policies 
should be developed with local communities so they reflect local aspirations, and are grounded in an 
understanding and evaluation of each area’s defining characteristics. Neighbourhood planning groups 
can play an important role in identifying the special qualities of each area and explaining how this should 
be reflected in development, both through their own plans and by engaging in the production of design 
policy, guidance and codes by local planning authorities and developers.  
 


